1/47954 A2

(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

(19) World Intellectual Property Organization
International Bureau

(43) International Publication Date

(10) International Publication Number

5 July 2001 (05.07.2001) PCT WO 01/47954 A2

(51) International Patent Classification”: CO07K 14/00 (74) Common Representative: VLAAMS INTERUNIVER-
SITAIR INSTITUUT VOOR BIOTECHNOLOGIE

(21) International Application Number:  PCT/EP00/04535 VZW; Rijvisschestraat 120, B-9052 Zwijnaarde (BE).

2 . . . 5 (81) Designated States (national): AE, AG, AL, AM, AT, AU,

(22) International Filing Date: 18 May 2000 (18.05.2000) AZ. BA, BB, BG, BR, BY, CA, CH, CN, CR, CU, CZ, DE,
DK, DM, DZ, EE, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, HR, HU,

(25) Filing Language: English ID, IL, IN, IS, JP, KE, KG, KP, KR, KZ, L.C, LK, LR, LS,
LT, LU, LV, MA, MD, MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, NO, NZ,

(26) Publication Language: English PL, PT, RO, RU, SD, SE, SG, SL SK, SL, TJ, TM, TR, TT,

(30) Priority Data:

99204512.0 23 December 1999 (23.12.1999) EP

(71) Applicant (for all designated States except US):
VLAAMS INTERUNIVERSITAIR INSTITUUT
VOOR BIOTECHNOLOGIE VZW [BE/BE]; Rijviss-
chestraat 120, B-9052 Zwijnaarde (BE).

(72) Inventors; and

(75) Inventors/Applicants (for US only): VAN ROY, Frans
[BE/BE]; Bijlokestraat 43, B-9070 Destelbergen (BE).
VANLANDSCHOOT, Ann [BE/BE]; Ottergemstraat 54,
B-9570 Deftinge (BE). JANSSENS, Barbara [BE/BE];
Jan Verspeyenstraat 4, B-9000 Gent (BE).

TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ, VN, YU, ZA, ZW.
(84) Designated States (regional): ARIPO patent (GH, GM,
KE, LS, MW, MZ, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZW), Eurasian
patent (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM), European
patent (AT, BE, CH, CY, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, IE,
IT, LU, MC, NL, PT, SE), OAPI patent (BF, BJ, CF, CG,
CI, CM, GA, GN, GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG).

Published:
Without international search report and to be republished
upon receipt of that report.

For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid-
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations" appearing at the begin-
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette.
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(57) Abstract: The invention relates to the field of drug discovery, diagnosis, prognosis and treatment of cancer and neurological
disorders. The invention provides among others access to and insight in protein-protein or protein-DNA interactions in a signal
transduction or transcriptional pathway controlling cell growth or development throughout a wide range of cells and tissues of the
body, and provides means, such as nucleic acid, protein, cells and experimental animals and methods to identify candidate drugs,
for example for use in therapy of cancer or neurological disorders. As an example of an alpha-catenin-binding protein with function
in intracellular signalling or gene regulation, the invention provides an isolated and/or recombinant nucleic acid or a functional
fragment, homologue or derivative thereof, corresponding to a zinc finger gene with a nucleic acid sequence (as shown in figure 1)
and encoding a zinc finger protein, or fragment thereof, capable of complexing with a neurally expressed catenin.



