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(57) Abstract: The present invention is based on the finding that caspase-14 is expressed in epithelial tissue such as the epidermis,
the epithelial layer of the choroid plexus and the pigmented retinal layer. The invention relates to the involvement of caspase-14 in
keratinocyte differentiation and in a properly functioning blood-brain barrier and blood-eye barrier. The present invention specif-
ically relates to nucleic acids encoding caspase-14, caspase-14 protein and modulators of caspase-14 expression, activation and
bioactivity that can be used to diagnose and/or treat keratinocyte differentiation disorders, disturbances in the blood-eye barrier and
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